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Wisconsin First Detector Network (WIFDN)

Statewide community 
science network that 

empowers people to take 
action against invasive 

species through education 
and volunteer 
opportunities

fyi.extension.wisc.edu/wifdn



What is a Weed?

• A plant out of place
• Native or non-native
• Non-native can be casual 

or naturalized



What About Invasive Plants?

• Naturalized non-native plants
• Growing or spreading rapidly
• Cause or have potential to 

cause harm
• Economic
• Environmental
• Health

Rob Routledge, Sault College, Bugwood.org

Invasive Dame’s rocket



How can I tell if a plant might
be invasive?



“Great Groundcover”   spreads aggressively

Bishop’s goutweed



“Food for Birds”   lots of seeds

myminnesotawoods.umn.edu
Bull thistle



Peter Dziuk- MN Wildflowers

“Living Fence”  thicket-forming

Honeysuckle



“Stays Green Longer”  shifted phenology

Common buckthorn



“Sea of Blooms” monoculture

https://theoec.org/blog/purple-loosestrife-lythrum-salicaria/

Purple Loosestrife



Peter Dziuk- MN Wildflowers

“Winter Interest” many fleshy fruits

Japanese barberry



What are some impacts of 
invasive plants?



Peter Dziuk- MN Wildflowers

Thicket-forming shrubs reduce tree regeneration 
and can support higher tick populations

Honeysuckle



Longer growth period allows plant to shade out 
other species

Common buckthorn



Monoculture  poor pollinator habitat

https://theoec.org/blog/purple-loosestrife-lythrum-salicaria/

Purple Loosestrife



Peter Dziuk- MN Wildflowers

Many fleshy-fruited plants are easily spread by 
birds who eat the fruits. Most non-native fruits do 

not provide adequate nutrition to birds.

Japanese barberry



Which species are invasive?



Wisconsin’s Invasive Species Rule- NR40

• Education about invasive 
species

• Goal to prevent 
introduction and spread

• Over 200 species listed as 
ether “Prohibited” or 
“Restricted”



NR40 Classification

PROHIBITED
•Not yet established or 
only in pioneer stands

•No person may transport 
(import/ move), possess, 
transfer (buy/ sell) or 
introduce a prohibited 
species without a permit

RESTRICTED
•Already established in 
state

•No person may transport 
(import/ move), transfer 
(buy/ sell) or introduce a 
restricted species without a 
permit 
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Find the list of regulated species 
at dnr.wi.gov, search “NR40”



What can I do in my yard?



1. Choose native plants

Native plants in your yard 
support many times more 

insects than non-native 
plants

Oaks = >500 species
Gingko = 0 species

Caterpillars = bird food Doug Tallamy

Read more in Bringing Nature Home by Doug Tallamy



1. Choose native plants

• Buy from native plant 
nurseries

• Know where your plants 
come from

• Use tools to help select 
non-invasive plants

• NWF Native Plant Finder
Doug Tallamy

Native serviceberries support over 100 species of insects



2. Don’t share 
aggressive plants

• Dispose of plants properly
• Consider replacing with 

non-invasives

Dan Tenaglia, Missouriplants.com, Bugwood.org



3. Control invasive plants on your property

• Helps prevent spread to 
natural areas or neighbors

• UW Extension fact sheets 
provide information on non-
chemical and chemical control



What can I do beyond my yard?
Community science opportunities + more!



The Invasion Curve
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1. Report invasive plants

•With GLEDN app or email 
WIFDNcoordinator@gmail.com
• Species name
• Date you saw it
• Location (GPS)
• Photos to verify identification

mailto:WIFDNcoordinator@gmail.com


2. Monitor Baseball fields for Emerald Ash Borer

•Wasp Watchers project
•Visit site June – September to 

count nests + collect beetles
•Great project for kids + families!

Upcoming webinar:
April 28th, 6-7 pm
Visit WIFDN website
for more information!



3. Look for Invasive                
Spotted Lanternfly or

Tree-of-Heaven

•Spotted lanternfly not yet 
found in WI

•Mapping locations of tree-of-
heaven will help us monitor for 
spotted lanternfly Upcoming webinar:

April 14th, 6-7 pm
Visit WIFDN website
for more information!



4. Volunteer to remove   
invasive plants

•Local/county/state parks
•Recreational trails
•Lakes and rivers



5. Clean Recreational Equipment/Gear



6. Learn more and teach others

• Visit fyi.extension.wisc.edu/wifdn 
for videos and factsheets



Resources



fyi.extension.wisc.edu/wifdn

Identification + Management Information





When to Look Invasive Species Calendar







Invasive Species Calendar at fyi.extension.wisc.edu/wifdn

https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/wifdn/tools/wisconsin-invasive-species-calendar/




WISTIPP Viewer map at fyi.extension.wisc.edu/wifdn

https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/wifdn/tools/wisconsin-invasive-species-calendar/


Thank you!

anne.pearce@wisc.edu
608-262-9570
fyi.extension.wisc.edu/wifdn

mailto:anne.pearce@wisc.edu
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