
To All Ag Reporter Email Recipients: 
 
Here is your weekly update for ag information.  Click on the topic and it will take you directly to 
that article.  In order of appearance: 
 

2021 Pesticide Applicator Training 
Did I get all my meat? 
FSA Dairy Margin Coverage 
Apply Now for USDA’s Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2 
USDA to Open Signup for the Conservation Reserve Program and CRP Grasslands in Early 2021 
 
 

 

2021 Pesticide Applicator Training 
 
Watch for some more changes to the 2021 Pesticide Applicator Certification process for 2021.  Details will be 
coming out in a letter and will be included next week in the Ag Reporter Snapshot.  The main change that has 
just come out is that we will not be offering any in person training sessions this winter.  All persons needing to 
renew their certifications will need to either take the training on line or do self-study.  They will then either 
need to take the exam on-line or come to the county office to take the exam in person.  The Pesticide 
Applicator manual will still be available for purchase at the County Extension Office.  More specific details will 
be available nest week. 
 

Did I get all my meat? 

The covid pandemic has created a significant increase in consumer interest and demand to purchase meat from 
local sources all around the country. The increase in demand has also led some consumers (many first time 
clients) to doubt they are receiving the correct amount of meat when their livestock is processed. This doubt 
many times comes from a lack of understanding the process of custom harvest. 

Those of us familiar with raising livestock for meat understand that there are many parts of the animal that will 
not end up on a dinner plate. Some examples include the hide, which becomes leather, many of the bones and 
organs, some of the fat, etc. which go to rendering companies to be processed into an extensive array of 
products. Animals vary from one to the next, in size and amount of muscling, just like people, and that will 
influence the actual retail cut yield from any given animal. In addition, preferences on how the consumer has 
the animal processed, for example boneless vs bone in cuts, will also influence how many pounds are taken 
home. 

To answer the question of how much meat should I expect to take home, UW-Madison Division of Extension 
Livestock Program educators have authored three factsheets regarding how much meat an animal should be 
expected to yield when sent to a custom processing facility. The factsheets focus on three individual species’ 
(beef, pork, and lamb) dressing percentage and the carcass fabrication process as well as water loss and 
packaging decisions and how they impact the amount of take home product. Farmers selling direct to 
consumers are welcome to use the fact sheets with their customers. 

The factsheets can be found online at the UW-Madison Division of Extension website 
https://livestock.extension.wisc.edu/article-topic/meat/ 

https://livestock.extension.wisc.edu/article-topic/meat/


FSA Dairy Margin Coverage 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) are accepting applications for the Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) 
program for 2021 enrollment. 
  
Signup runs through Dec. 11, 2020. DMC is a voluntary risk management program that offers protection to dairy 
producers when the difference between the all-milk price and the average feed price (the margin) falls below a 
certain dollar amount selected by the producer. DMC payments triggered for seven months in 2019 and three 
months so far in 2020.  More than 23,000 operations enrolled in DMC in 2019, and more than 13,000 in 2020. 
  
To determine the appropriate level of coverage for a specific dairy operation, producers can utilize the recently 
updated online dairy decision tool. The decision tool is designed to assist producers with calculating total 
premium costs and administrative fees associated with participation in DMC. An informational video is 
available, too.   
  
Improvements to the decision tool, made in cooperation with representatives from the University of Minnesota 
and University of Wisconsin, include historical analysis that illustrates what DMC indemnity payments might 
have been had the program been available over the previous two decades.  The analysis indicates that over the 
course of time, DMC payments made to producers exceed premiums paid. These decision tool enhancements 
provide a more comprehensive decision support experience for producers considering DMC.  
  
In addition to DMC, USDA offers a variety of programs that have helped dairy producers, including insurance, 
disaster assistance, and conservation programs. Most recently, the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 1 
provided $1.75 billion in direct relief to dairy producers who faced price declines and additional marketing costs 
due to COVID-19 in early 2020. Now, signup is underway for the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2, which 
provides another round of assistance for dairy producers and many other eligible producers. 
  
For more information, visit farmers.gov DMC webpage, or contact your local USDA Service Center. To locate 
your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator. 
 
You can also contact George at the Extension Office to help you decide how to proceed. 

 

Apply Now for USDA’s Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2 

Application Deadline is December 11. 

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds farmers and ranchers that the 
deadline to apply for the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2 (CFAP 2) is Dec. 11, 2020. This program 
provides direct relief to producers who continue to face market disruptions and associated costs because of 
COVID-19. 

“Producers have one more month to get their applications in for this important relief program,” said Richard 
Fordyce, Farm Service Agency administrator. “Applying is simple and our staff is available to assist every step of 
the way.” 

CFAP 2 will provide up to $14 billion to eligible producers of certain row crops, livestock, dairy, specialty crops, 
aquaculture and more. All eligible commodities, payment rates and calculations can be found on 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-bill/farm-safety-net/dairy-programs/index&data=02%7c01%7c%7c678e3f637f0141c56a8a08d86a0b0a6e%7ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7c0%7c0%7c637375942935578910&sdata=iYVWfPM1TSTk3hBxO6FufXbpx1OHXcjKpqewf3t7su4%3D&reserved=0
https://dairymarkets.org/dmc
https://dairymarkets.org/dmc
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-bill/farm-safety-net/dairy-programs/index&data=02%7c01%7c%7c678e3f637f0141c56a8a08d86a0b0a6e%7ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7c0%7c0%7c637375942935588865&sdata=XnnTjNqiFIXt9cME0xLtiZhqW4KKL6M07Gb%2BoGKDzXY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator


farmers.gov/cfap. CFAP 2 is a separate program from the first iteration of the program (CFAP 1) and interested 
producers must complete a new application to be eligible for payment for CFAP 2. 

Customers seeking one-on-one support with the CFAP 2 application process can call 877-508-8364 to speak 
directly with a USDA employee ready to offer general assistance. This is a recommended first step before a 
producer engages the team at the FSA county office. 

Application Options 

Producers have several options for applying to the CFAP 2 program by the Dec. 11 deadline: · Using an online 
portal at farmers.gov/cfap. This allows producers with secure USDA login credentials, known as 
eAuthentication, to certify eligible commodities online, digitally sign applications and submit directly to the local 
USDA Service Center. 

· Completing the application form using our CFAP 2 Application Generator and Payment Calculator found at 
farmers.gov/cfap. This Excel workbook allows customers to input information specific to their operation to 
determine estimated payments and populate the application form, which can be printed, then signed and 
submitted to their local USDA Service Center. · Downloading the AD-3117 application form from 
farmers.gov/cfap and manually completing the form to submit to the local USDA Service Center by mail, 
electronically, or by hand delivery to an office drop box. In some limited cases, the office may be open for in-
person business by appointment. Visit farmers.gov/coronavirus/service-center-status to check the status of 
your local office. 

USDA Service Centers can also work with producers to complete and securely transmit digitally-signed 
applications through two commercially available tools: Box and OneSpan. Producers who are interested in 

digitally signing their applications should notify their local FSA office when calling to discuss the CFAP 2 
application process. You can learn more about these solutions at farmers.gov/mydocs. 

Producers of commodities with payments based on acreage will use acreage and yield information provided by 
FSA through the annual acreage reporting process. Producers have the option to complete their application by 
working directly with their local FSA office or online through the CFAP 2 Application Portal. 

All other eligibility forms, such as those related to adjusted gross income and payment information, can be 
downloaded from farmers.gov/cfap/apply. For existing FSA customers, including those who participated in CFAP 
1, these documents are likely already on file. 

Both CFAP 1 and CFAP 2 are self-certification programs, which means the applicant certifies the information 
submitted is correct. FSA will soon begin an important step in the internal controls portion of CFAP 1 by 
conducting spot checks. Producers have been randomly selected using a statistically sound methodology. These 
CFAP 1 applicants will be contacted by FSA staff and asked to provide supporting documentation to verify the 
information certified by the producer on their CFAP 1 application. 

As of Nov. 9, FSA has paid more than $9.5 billion with more than 576,000 applications for CFAP 2. This builds 
upon more than $10.3 billion paid through CFAP 1. 

More Information To find the latest information on CFAP 2, visit farmers.gov/cfap or call 877-508-8364. 



All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including some that are open to visitors to conduct business in 
person by appointment only. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with FSA, Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, or any other Service Center agency should call ahead and schedule an appointment. 
Service Centers that are open for appointments will pre-screen visitors based on health concerns or recent 
travel, and visitors must adhere to social distancing guidelines. Visitors are also required to wear a face covering 
during their appointment. Our program delivery staff will be in the office, and they will be working with our 
producers in the office, by phone, and using online tools. More information can be found at 
farmers.gov/coronavirus. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 

 

USDA to Open Signup for the Conservation Reserve Program and CRP Grasslands in Early 2021 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced the 2021 signup periods for general Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) and CRP Grasslands offers. General signup for CRP will be open from January 4, 2021 to 
February 12, 2021; signup for CRP Grasslands runs from March 15, 2021 to April 23, 2021. Both programs are 
competitive and provide annual rental payments for land devoted to conservation purposes. 

“The Conservation Reserve Program and the many focused programs that come under it, like CRP Grasslands, 
are some of our most critical tools we have to help producers better manage their operations while conserving 
natural resources,” said State Executive Director, Sandy Chalmers. “As one of our nation’s largest conservation 
endeavors, CRP has proven to protect our Nation’s valuable resources; and next year’s signup gives our farmers 
and ranchers an opportunity to enroll in CRP for the first time or continue their participation for another term. 

Enrollment Options 

CRP―General Signup Through CRP, farmers and ranchers establish long-term, resource-conserving plant 
species, such as approved grasses or trees, to control soil erosion, improve water quality, and enhance wildlife 
habitat on cropland. Farmers and ranchers who participate in CRP help provide numerous benefits to the 
nation’s environment and economy. CRP general signup is held annually. The competitive general signup 
includes increased opportunities for enrollment of wildlife habitat through the State Acres For Wildlife 
Enhancement (SAFE) initiative. 

Grasslands Signup CRP Grasslands helps landowners and operators protect grassland, including rangeland, and 
pastureland and certain other lands while maintaining the areas as grazing lands. Protecting grasslands 
contributes positively to the economy of many regions, provides biodiversity of plant and animal populations 
and improves environmental quality. A separate CRP Grasslands signup is offered each year following general 
signup. 

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest private-lands conservation programs in the United States. It 
was originally intended to primarily control soil erosion and potentially stabilize commodity prices by taking 
marginal lands out of production. The program has evolved over the years, providing many conservation and 
economic benefits. The program marks its 35-year anniversary this December. Program successes include: 

· Preventing more than 9 billion tons of soil from eroding, which is enough soil to fill 600 million dump trucks; 



· Reducing nitrogen and phosphorous runoff relative to annually tilled cropland by 95 and 85 percent, 
respectively; 

· Sequestering an annual average of 49 million tons of greenhouse gases, equal to taking 9 million cars off the 
road; 

· Creating more than 3 million acres of restored wetlands while protecting more than 175,000 stream miles with 
riparian forest and grass buffers, which is enough to go around the world seven times; and 

· Benefiting bees and other pollinators and increasing populations of ducks, pheasants, turkey, bobwhite quail, 
prairie chickens, grasshopper sparrows, and many other birds. The successes of CRP contribute to USDA’s 
Agriculture Innovation Agenda and its goal of reducing the environmental footprint of U.S. agriculture by half by 
2050. Earlier this year, Secretary Perdue announced the department-wide initiative to align resources, 
programs, and research to position American agriculture to better meet future global demands. 

For more information on CRP, visit fsa.usda.gov or contact your local FSA county office.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Weekly Emails Online!   
http://columbia.uwex.edu/ag-calendar-and-deadlines/ 
 
 
The Ag Reporter “Snapshot” is presented to you each week by George Koepp, Columbia County UW-Madison 
Extension Agriculture Agent.  If you have any questions about these articles or need other ag-related 
information, please contact George at 608-742-9682 or by email george.koepp@wisc.edu. 

http://columbia.uwex.edu/ag-calendar-and-deadlines/
mailto:george.koepp@wisc.edu

