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Agriculture generates $104.8 billion and 437,700 jobs in Wisconsin
Wisconsin’s farms and agricultural businesses generate $104.8 billion in economic activity and 437,700 jobs, based
on data for 2017, according to a new study from the University of Wisconsin–Madison. This is an increase from a
2012 study that found agriculture generated $88.3 billion in economic activity and 413,500 jobs in the state.
“The status of agriculture in Wisconsin has received significant attention in 2019 and has raised concerns about
the health of the agricultural industry and its role in the Wisconsin economy,” says Steven Deller, Division of
Extension community development economist and professor in the Department of Agricultural and Applied
Economics at UW–Madison. “Despite currently weak commodity prices, particularly within dairy, agriculture
remains an important part of the Wisconsin economy.”

Deller’s study is conducted every five years going back to the 1990s. For the purposes of the current study,
agriculture is composed of two parts: on-farm production and food processing. Deller found that the bulk of the
growth in the contribution of agriculture to the Wisconsin economy between 2012 and 2017 is growth in the food
processing sector.
“These two parts of agriculture can be thought of as two sides to the same coin and as one does better the other
does better,” says Deller. “The continued weak net farm income may put the food processing industry at risk.
There is a clear balancing act between ensuring a healthy farm economy while continuing to promote growth in
food processing.”
“The results of this analysis are very interesting, that while on-farm activity was not a major contributor to the
increase in the economic impact, as a whole, the economic contribution of agriculture increased,” says Heidi
Johnson, Extension Interim Agriculture Institute Director. “But this doesn’t soften the financial blow that many
farms in Wisconsin are taking under continued depressed commodity prices”
Karl Martin, Extension Dean and Director says, “Information from this study also allows UW–Madison Extension to
explore opportunities to provide relevant resources to individuals and communities through our educational
programming. Extension is committed to finding practical, research-based solutions that support the agricultural
economy in Wisconsin”
Here’s how agriculture’s $104.8 billion economic impact breaks down:
· “All agriculture,” combined on-farm and food processing, contributes $104.8 billion to industrial revenues (16.4%
of the state total), 435,700 jobs (11.8%), $22.5 billion to labor income (11.3%), and $37.6 billion to total income
(11.6%).
· On-farm activity contributes $22.0 billion to industrial sales or revenue (3.5% of the
state total), 154,000 jobs (4.1%), $5.8 billion to labor income (2.9%), and $9.8 billion to total income (3.0%).
· Food processing activity contributes $82.7 billion to industrial sales (13.0% of the state total), 282,000 jobs (7.6%),
$22.5 billion to labor income (8.4%), and $37.6 billion to total income (8.6%).
· Dairy, combining both on-farm and dairy processing, contributes $45.6 billion to industrial revenues (7.1% of the
state total), 157,100 jobs (4.2%), $9.0 billion to labor income (4.5%) and $15.1 billion to total income (4.7%). Dairy
processing accounts for roughly two-thirds of this contribution.
· The economic activity supported by agriculture results in state and local government tax revenues of $2.9 billion,
which is roughly 7.4% of “own source revenues.”
· The bulk of the growth in the contribution of agriculture to the Wisconsin economy between 2012 and 2017 is
growth in the food processing sector.
· Foreign exports of agricultural products (on-farm and processing) accounts for $4.9 billion in industry revenue
(0.8% of Wisconsin total), 21,539 jobs (0.6%), about $1.1 billion in labor income (0.5%) and $1.8 billion in total
income (0.6%). Additionally, the economic activity generated by agricultural foreign exports creates $129.7 million
in state and local tax revenues.

The full report, titled “Contribution of Agriculture to the Wisconsin Economy: Updated for 2017,” is online and can
be found at https://go.wisc.edu/i6947n
Support for this work was provided in part by the Dairy Farmers of Wisconsin; the University of Wisconsin–
Madison Division of Extension’s Center for Community and Economic Development through its Economic
Development Administration University Center; and the Office of the Dean, University of Wisconsin–Madison
Division of Extension.

Follow this link to see the entire report:
https://cced.ces.uwex.edu/files/2019/08/Contribution-of-Ag-to-WI-Econ-4-Update.pdf
Contact: Steven Deller, 608-263-6251, scdeller@wisc.edu
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LOOKING AHEAD: Preliminary results of 2019 corn rootworm beetle survey
FORAGES & GRAINS: Potato leafhopper counts still high in some fields
CORN: Western bean cutworm flight subsiding across the state
SOYBEAN: Soybean aphid densities very low for mid-August
FRUITS: Stink bug activity increasing in apple orchards
VEGETABLES: Late blight confirmed by UW in two more counties
NURSERY & FOREST: Japanese beetle remain a nuisance in nurseries
DEGREE DAYS: Growing degree day accumulations as of August 15, 2019
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INSECT UPDATES IN WISCONSIN FIELD CROPS
Posted on August 14, 2019

Bryan Jensen, Department of Entomology and Division of Extension The insect season is starting to wind down a
little but there are still a few things to be looking for. Potato Leafhoppers. Populations have been above …

INTEGRATED WHEAT MANAGEMENT SELECTED INPUTS INTERACTION TRIAL – 2019
Posted on August 14, 2019

Shawn P. Conley, Soybean and Wheat Extension Specialist, Department of Agronomy. This research trial was
conducted at the Arlington Agricultural Research Station to assess 10 management levels with varying inputs on
the yield, grain quality, …

RESULTS OF INTENSIVE WINTER WHEAT MANAGEMENT – 2019
Posted on August 14, 2019

Shawn P. Conley, Soybean and Wheat Extension Specialist, Department of Agronomy. The fourth year of a
research trial was conducted at the Arlington Agricultural Research Station to assess the impact of various
management levels on …
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http://columbia.uwex.edu/ag-calendar-and-deadlines/
The Ag Reporter “Snapshot” is presented to you each week by George Koepp, Columbia County UW-Extension
Agriculture Agent. If you have any questions about these articles or need other ag-related information, please
contact George at 608-742-9682 or by email george.koepp@ces.uwex.edu.

