To All Ag Reporter Email Recipients:

Here is your weekly update for ag information. Click on the topic and it will take you directly to
that article. In order of appearance:

Termination of Cereal Rye Cover Crop

Impact of Cover Crops on Weed Management
Earl n n Can losur

Dairy Situation an look, April 22, 201
Wisconsin Crop Manager — April 25, 201

Termination of Cereal Rye Cover Crop

With warmer temperatures and rainfall in the forecast, fall-planted cereal rye cover crop will start growing rapidly
in southern Wisconsin and beyond. Check our article: Strategies and Considerations for Termination of Cereal Rye
Cover Crop Link: http://www.wiscweeds.info/post/considerations-and-strategies-for-termination-of-cereal-rye-

cover-crop/)

Im f Cover Cr n W Managemen

Dr. Bob Hartzler and Meaghan Anderson at lowa State University recently wrote an interesting article on “Impact

of Cover Crops on Weed Management”
Link: https://crops.extension.iastate.edu/blog/bob-hartzler-meaghan-anderson/impact-cover-crops-weed-

management)

Earl n n Can losur

Check my interview with Dr. Shawn Conley (Vimeo Video; correct link this time):Strategies to Promote Early-

Season Soybean Canopy Closure
Link: https://vimeo.com/331472992

Dairy Si jon an look, April 22, 201

Milk production in March fell 0.4% below a year ago. This follows a 0.9% more milk than a year ago in January and
just 0.1% more milk for February. Milk cow numbers which have been declining since June of last year, declined by
10,000 February to March and were 86,000 head or 0.9% lower than a year ago. This decline in cow numbers
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reflects cow slaughter running about 6% higher than a year ago and continued exiting of dairy producers. Milk per
cow was also just 0.5% higher than a year.

March milk production compared to a year ago for the top five dairy states which produced 52% of the milk last
year was: California +0.7%, Wisconsin +0.4%, Idaho +1.4%, New York +2.3% and Texas 5.8%. Milk cow numbers
were down by 9,000 in California, and 4,000 in Wisconsin, but up 9,000 in Idaho, 2,000 in New York and 27,000 in
Texas.

Arizona had 10,000 fewer milk cows resulting in 4.9% less milk. Milk cow numbers were down 12,000 in New
Mexico resulting 3.9% less milk. Milk production was just 0.4% higher in Michigan. In Pennsylvania 29,000 fewer
milk cows and lower milk per cow resulted in milk production being down 6.9%. lowa had 3,000 fewer cows and
1.3% less milk. Higher milk per cow more than offset 4,000 fewer cows in Minnesota netting 0.5% more milk.
South Dakota had 4,000 more cows and 3.5% more milk. More milk per cow in Florida was not enough to offset
7,000 fewer cows netting 4.7% less milk.

Fluid (beverage) milk sales declined 2% last year and sales were down another 1.2% January through February this
year. Reports are that butter and cheese sales show only modest growth. Compared to February a year ago
nonfat dry milk/skim milk powder, whey products and lactose exports were down 17%, 29% and 19% respectively.
Lower nonfat dry milk/skim milk powder exports were due primarily to China down 78%, South East Asia down
1196 and Middle East/North Africa down 85%. Whey exports were down 58% to China, the lowest since February
2011. Butterfat exports were up 34% and cheese exports up 16% and the second highest total ever, falling just
below the record high in March 2014. Cheese exports were up 71% to South Korea, 41% to Southeast Asia, 24% to
Central America and after being 20% lower in January cheese exports to Mexico in February were up 9%. On a
total milk solids basis, February exports were equivalent to 14.3% of U.S. milk production.

With lower milk production dairy product production is also lower. Compared to a year ago February butter
production was 2.9% lower, cheddar cheese 4.3% lower and total cheese production up just 0.5%. Stock levels are
also improving. Compared to March 31°%a year ago, butter stocks were down 1.4%, American cheese stocks up just
2.3%, other cheese stocks up 7.0% and total cheese stocks up 4.3%.

Milk production lower than a year ago, lower dairy product production, strong cheese and butter exports and
improved stock levels all point to higher milk prices. While fluid (beverage) milk sales continue to decline butter
and cheese sales are expected to continue modest growth. The level of dairy exports will be an important factor in
how much milk prices improve. While dry whey prices have been in the $0.33to $0.35 per pound range cheese
prices have strengthen to increase the Class Il price. The Class Il price was below $14 for both January and
February, improved to $15.04 in March and will be near $15.95 for April. Cheese prices should continue to improve
pushing the Class Il price in the $16's as early as May with a good possibility of reaching $17 by October. Class Il
futures have improved, but currently are not quite this optimistic with a high in the $16.60’s by October. Butter has
held around $2.25 per pound, but should show strength by fall. Nonfat dry milk prices may hold in the high $0.90’s
per pound. As a result the Class IV price which was $15.48 in January continues to improve with March at $15.71
and April will be near $15.80. The Class IV price should in the $16's by May and for the remainder of the year. Class
IV futures is even more optimistic with a price in the $17's August through November. In summary milk prices are
shaping up to be much improved over the low milk prices in 2018.

Robert Cropp
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https://ipcm.wisc.edu/download/wcm-pdf/WCM2019/WCM?2019_5c.pdf

The Soybean Seeding Rate Conundrum

Agronomy/Soils Field Day at Arlington is scheduled for 8-28-19
Considerations Prior to Cereal Rye Cover Crop Termination

Are you Pre-Pared for the Soybean (and Waterhemp) Growing Season?
The Wisconsin “Healthy Grown” Program 2019 Update

Wisconsin Fruit News

Weekly Emails Online!
http://columbia.uwex.edu/ag-calendar-and-deadlines/

The Ag Reporter “Snapshot” is presented to you each week by George Koepp, Columbia County UW-Extension
Agriculture Agent. If you have any questions about these articles or need other ag-related information, please
contact George at 608-742-9682 or by email george.koepp@ces.uwex.edu.
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