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Summer is here, and all the great food and activities that go with it!  This is al-
ways a busy and delightful time of the year.  We never know exactly what the 
weather will be like. Will it be hot and dry, rainy and cool, or the perfect mix of 
the two?  Time will tell.  The asparagus has been delicious and the strawberries 
are just starting.  It is a great time to eat! 
 

George Koepp presented an educational, interactive and entertaining program 
on GMOs, using our fancy new projector, for our May meeting.  Genetically engi-
neered crops have been approved for cultivation in the United States since the 
1990s.  Today, there are 10 GMO crops produced in the United States. More 
than 90 percent of corn, soybean, cotton, canola and sugar beet acreage in the 
US is GMO.  Much of the corn and soybeans go to animal feed or are used to 
make ethanol. 
 

On June 19 we have the joint field trip to Rotary Gardens and K & W Greenery in 
Janesville with the Pardeeville Garden Club.  There will be a guided tour at each 
site.  The Rotary Garden, that was initiated in 1988, is 20 acres of landscaped 
paths & gardens.  The original site, between Lions Beach and Kiwanis Pond, was 
covered with debris and used as storage.  The Rotary Garden’s founder, and orig-
inal visionary, retired orthodontist Dr. Robert Yahr, approached the two Rotary 
Clubs in Janesville and inquired their interest in developing a botanical garden for 
the community to enjoy.  The Rotary developed a support base and volunteers to 
help maintain the garden through the years.  As volunteer gardeners, we know 
what a huge accomplishment this is. 
 

Recently at a doctor appointment, a nurse practitioner cautioned us to be careful 
about ticks this year.  She encouraged “tick checks” daily.  If you find one, pull it 
out, straight out, with tweezers.  Do not try to smother it or burn in.  Put the tick 
in a dry jar or baggy and then in the freezer, for later identification if necessary.  
Call your doctor if you have signs of infection: a fever, pus draining from the bite, 
red streaks around the bite, increased pain, warmth, swelling or redness around 
the bite.  Be aware of changes in your health, such as a new rash, joint pain, in-
creased tiredness and/or flu like symptoms, and follow up with your medical pro-
vider.  Stay safe everyone.   
 

We have been invited by Becky Gutzman to visit her farm and gardens for our 
June Monthly Meeting.  This will be a potluck and for those who desire, will have 
a meeting place again to car pool.   
 

Fondly,     

Carol 



Page 3 

 

Columbia County Master Gardener Volunteers 
2017 Columbia County Fair Booth Sign-up 

 

Tuesday, July 25 6:30 pm Booth set up in the flower building and in the Bidwell Build-
ing. Select MGV Youth Awards.  All members are invited to help set up and to help se-
lect the awards.  This is instead of our monthly meeting time!   
1.       3.  
2.       4.  
 

Wed, July 26  1:00 pm MGV Open Class Choice Award Selection 
 
1.       3.  
2.       4.  
 

1-2 members are needed to staff the booth in the Bidwell Building during open hours 
10:00 AM to 10:00 PM.  We will be selling garden items, sharing information, and an-
swering questions. 
 
Wed, July 26 
5-7 PM  1.   Rose Leckwee   2.   Lyn Bryant    
7-10 PM  1.      2.      
 

Thur, July 27 
10 AM – 1 PM 1.       2.    
1-4 PM  1.       2.     
4-7 PM  1.       2.     
7-10 PM  1.       2.   
 

Fri, July 28   
10 AM – 1 PM 1.       2.   
1-4 PM  1.       2.    
4-7 PM  1.   Robert Thompson  2.    
7-10 PM  1.       2.  
 

Sat, July 29   
10 AM – 1 PM 1.       2.     
1-4 PM  1.       2.   
4-7 PM  1.      2.   
7-10 PM  1.       2.      
 

Sun, July 30   
10 AM – 1 PM 1.      2.   
1-4 PM  1.       2.   
 

4:00 PM   Assist 1-4 PM shift with tear down and pack up display 
    1.    2.   
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Columbia County Master Gardener Volunteers—Meeting Agenda 

Call the Meeting to Order (Carol) 
Secretary’s Report (Kelly) 
Treasurer’s Report (Jane) 
Introductions 
Old Business 
     Pardeeville Garden Club Field Trip—June 19 (Lila) 
     Food Security Project—Garden Lessons at the Portage 
 Library  (Sue and Becky) 
     Vegetable Garden and Heritage Apple Trees Project at 
 Indian Agency House 
     County Fair  
 Sign up for Fair Booth 
 Sign up to Judge Displays 
      Other Ongoing Projects 
New Business 
     Next Month 
     Becky’s Tour 
     Other 
Adjournment 

June 27th @ 6pm —Becky Gutzman’s 

Home, W3616 Old B Road, Rio, WI 

Great showing at this 

event!!  Thanks for 

coming…..Inch True 

Blues, New 

Directions, Dekorra 

Rocketeers, North Scott & 

Arlington Prairie Producers 



Page 5 

 

May 23, 2017  -  Meeting Minutes  -  6:30pm 
Columbia County Annex Building 

 

Meeting was called to order at 6:30pm (Carol) 
Secretary’s Report (Kelly) No additions or corrections. 
Treasurer’s Report (Jane) Printed on back side of agenda. 
Introductions, “Favorite spring veggie?” 
 
Old Business 
      
Field Trip (Lila) June 19th.  Pardeeville Garden Club trip to Ja-
nesville, K&W Greenery & Rotary Gardens.  $45 for transporta-
tion, lunch and admission.  June 5th is the sign up deadline.      
 
Food Security Project—Garden Lessons at the Portage Library (Sue 
and    Becky) Still have openings for lunch lessons, passed around 
sign-up sheet.  These will be very simple, short lessons but im-
portant to the children we are working with. We plan to keep 
vests at the library so MGV’s could put them on during these 
weekly sessions. Check with the childrens’ librarian for the vests.  
      
Vegetable Garden and Heritage Apple Trees at Indian Agency 
House (Carol) - Had a meeting, laid out the garden plan/area, 
used time appropriate plants and seeds donated by Bill Link who 
is looking into apple trees for this project.  Planting to take place, 
Friday, 5/26 at 10 AM.  
       
WI Dells Farmers Market: Nice idea but no interest was generat-
ed. 
 
Other Ongoing Projects? Jean is working with Leah on the CC 
Fair booth which is coming along well.  “Sow It, Grow It, Show It” 
theme has facilitated  
good ideas.  Judges needed, booth sign ups needed. 
 
Sue reported that the Portage Community Garden is the best it 
has ever been; all the plots are filled, a ‘real sense of community’!  
Meetings are the 3rd Thursday of each month, 6:00 pm.  
 

Columbia County Master Gardner Volunteers 
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Becky reported: Micro garden harvesting at St. John’s in Pardee-
ville was a hit as usual.  
 
Becky reported: 4-H Planter night at Link’s Greenhouse was very 
productive;  20 4-H members and adults from 5 clubs.  They had 
some clever ideas. Link’s generously donated $30 worth of plants 
and the media.  The clubs brought and provided their own con-
tainers.    
 
Discussion was held about resurrecting the acknowledgement, 
appreciation Award to Link’s for their donations. 
 
New Business 
      
Gardens at the New County Administration Building (Mary Jo) 
Talked with Theresa to find out what they are looking for.  Sounds 
like long term, ongoing relationship with master gardeners.  
There may be a lack of understanding of the role of master gar-
deners.  Our focus has been and remains to be teaching/advising 
verses manual garden labor.  Letting this request ride until the 
building is finished and more direction is available. 
     
 Next Month’s Program: No program planned.  Decided to have a 
meeting at Becky’s along with a pot luck, garden tour.   Tuesday, 
June 27, 6:00 PM 
       
Other: Reviewed, clarified LCD check out sheet presented by 
George.   
 
Becky: West Bend, State Conference asking for donation for the 
annual conference. 
 
Adjournment: 7:17 PM. 
 
Program—GMO’s 101 by George Koepp.  Very informative, inter-
esting and interactive presentation on GMO’s and understanding 
the science behind them.  Thank you George! 
 
 

minutes continued…. 
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I found this article and thought it’s a good idea to remind people to use proper 

watering techniques to provide your flowers, vegetables and young trees the right 
amount of water; not too little, not too much, but just right.  Most of our plants 

do not like to be sprinkled.  Also, be sure to place the water in the proper loca-
tion, where it does the most good.  Get the water deep into the root zone, not on 

the leaves and stems. 

Enjoy the article from Penn State Extension below.  It is a good review for MGV’s 
on proper watering.       -George 

After our prolonged winter and cold 
spring, we are all looking forward 
to the warm days of summer and 
the colorful flowers and tasty fresh 
vegetables which they bring. How-
ever, the excessive heat and lack of 
rain that often occur during the 
summer months will require water-
ing our gardens.  

There is an art to proper watering. 
One needs to be aware of soil type 
and the needs of specific plants in 
addition to weather conditions. 
Sandy soils hold less water than clay 
soils and require more frequent wa-
tering. Adding organic matter ena-
bles sandy soil to better retain mois-
ture and clay soil to drain. Mulching 
reduces the need for watering by 
reducing evaporation. Young plants 
need more frequent watering than 
established, mature plants. Temper-
ature, sunlight, and wind are all fac-
tors affecting the amount of water 
plants will need at a given time.  It 
is also important to avoid overwa-
tering, which can deny plant roots 
the oxygen they need for proper de-

velopment.  The goal is to provide 
sufficient water to avoid stressing 
the plant and to encourage healthy 
growth and development. 

Seedlings need special attention un-
til they develop their root systems. 
They must be kept uniformly moist, 
or they can easily dry out and die. 
As young plants develop, they 
should be watered less frequently 

but deeply to encourage deep root 
growth. Avoid frequent light water-
ing which encourages shallow root 
development. As a general rule, the 
entire root zone of plants should be 
watered, and then the soil should be 
allowed to dry before watering 
again.  Plants grown in containers 
need much more frequent watering. 
They have limited soil from which 

Page 8 

 

to derive moisture, and, being 
above ground, they are subject to 
more heat and drying winds. Po-
rous containers such as clay pots are 
especially subject to drying. All con-
tainers should be checked daily 
during the hot summer months to 
determine if they need water, espe-
cially on hot windy days. They 
should also have drainage holes so 
that overwatering does not occur. 

There are several methods of water-
ing. Hand watering with a hose or 
watering can is very effective in that 
it delivers water directly to the 
plants.  It is very time consuming, 
however, to water a large area by 
hand and still deliver sufficient wa-
ter to all plants at a rate that their 
roots can absorb the moisture. 
Sprinklers can be used to provide 
water to a large area over a period 
of time without requiring the active 
presence of the gardener. However, 
sprinklers waste a lot of water on 
pathways or to evaporation and 
wind drift. Also, both hand water-
ing and sprinklers wet the foliage of 
the plants, which can promote foliar 
disease, rather than concentrating 
moisture to the root area.  Drip irri-
gation, such as that provided by a 
soaker hose, is a more efficient 
method of watering. It slowly deliv-
ers water at the soil level, making it 
directly available to the plant roots 
without wetting the foliage. There 
are a variety of drip irrigation sys-
tems available commercially. 

Or, if you are frugal as I am, you 
can also rig up your own drip irri-
gation for larger plants like pep-
pers, tomatoes, and squash. I use 
gallon plastic jugs, such as those 
used for milk or iced tea. Rinse the 

jugs thor-
oughly and 
put a couple 
of small nail 
holes in the 
bottom. Fill 
them with 

water and then place them next to 
the plants you wish to water. The 
jugs can be filled very quickly, but 
the water drips out slowly, provid-
ing water to the root zone of the 
plants 

The timing of watering is also im-
portant. Plants should be watered 
before they show any signs of wilt 
or other distress. If watering over-
head by hose or sprinkler, protect 
your plants from disease by water-
ing early in the day to allow time 
for the foliage to dry before the cool 
of the evening. 

Proper watering techniques protect 
your plants from stress, encourage 
good root growth, and reduce the 
danger of foliar disease. Methods 
which apply moisture at the ground 
level apply moisture only where 
needed, reduce evaporation 
loss, and are less work for the gar-
dener.   

 

Watering continued…. 
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Free Tomato Testing Again This Year 
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https://pddc.wisc.edu/wpcontent/blogs.dir/39/files/Fact_Sheets/FC_PDF/Late_Blight.pdf
https://pddc.wisc.edu/wpcontent/blogs.dir/39/files/Fact_Sheets/FC_PDF/Late_Blight.pdf
https://pddc.wisc.edu/wp-content/blogs.dir/39/files/Fact_Sheets/FC_PDF/Early_Blight.pdf
https://pddc.wisc.edu/wp-content/blogs.dir/39/files/Fact_Sheets/FC_PDF/Early_Blight.pdf
https://pddc.wisc.edu/wpcontent/blogs.dir/39/files/Fact_Sheets/FC_PDF/Septoria_Leaf_Spot.pdf
https://pddc.wisc.edu/wpcontent/blogs.dir/39/files/Fact_Sheets/FC_PDF/Septoria_Leaf_Spot.pdf
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